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to a holocaust, is held in its honor. He declares in
a loud voice that he pays his thanks to that Lumi-
nary for having lighted him so that he could success-
fully kill some animal or other,—praying and ex-
horting it by this feast to continue its kind care of
his family. During this invocation, all the Guests
eat, even to the last morsel; after which a man ap-
pointed for the purpose takes a cake of tobacco,
breaks it in two, and throws it into the fire. Every
one cries aloud while the tobacco burns and the
smoke rises aloft; and with these outcries the whole
sacrifice ends.

[54] ‘I have seen,” continues the Father, ‘‘an
Idol set up in the middle of a Village; and to it,
among other presents, ten dogs were offered in
sacrifice, in order to prevail on this false god to send
elsewhere the disease that was depopulating the
Village. Every one went daily to make his offerings
to this Idol, according to his needs.

‘“ Besides these public sacrifices, they have some
that are private and domestic; for often in their cab-
ins they throw tobacco into the fire, with a kind of
outward offering which they make to their false
gods.

‘“ During storms and tempests, they sacrifice a
dog, throwing it into the Lake. °‘That isto appease
thee,’ they say to the latter; ‘ keep quiet.” At
perilous places in the Rivers, they propitiate the
eddies and rapids by [55] offering them presents;
and so persuaded are they that they honor their pre-
tended divinities by this external worship, that those
among them who are converted and baptized observe
the same ceremonies toward the true God, until they
are disabused.



